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What was not a subject of laughter was the rigid
severity with which General Malet and his accomplices
were treated, whose great fault had been excessive
credulity. The trial, which took place before a mil-
itary commission, began October 27. One of the
judges said to Colonel Soulier, " 1 ask you how it
3ould happen that a superior officer should lose his
bead when Malet came to him and told him, *I bring
you. important news; the Emperor is dead.' On
bearing that, a loyal officer ought to have all his
presence of mind. It is just on occasions like that,
it should be understood, that soldiers do not lose their
beads, and that the Emperor is immortal. When the
Emperor dies, one shouts, *Long live the Emperor!'"
When the presiding officer asked Malet who were his
accomplices, he answered quickly, "All France; you
yourself, sir, if I had succeeded." After the speech
of the government advocate, he arose, and said, " A
man who has assumed the defence of his country's
tights does not need to plead; he triumphs or he
iies." A delay was asked in favor of Colonel Sou-
lier, who liad wept on hearing the alleged death of
the Emperor, but this delay was refused him. Within
five days there were arrested, tried, and condemned,
fourteen unhappy men; and of these, twelve, includ-
ing Generals Malet, Guidal, and Lahorie, were shot*

Malet was the only one who deserved death; but
let us rather quote from a conscientious and distin-
guished author, M. Albert Duruy, who, in the Rewe
ties Deux Mondes for February 1,1879, published an